More Than Your Share
By Stacy D. Phillips

When it comes to child custody
disputes, a |"||||-:'i=--u|I-:'r.'|'.'iI'|'..i
custodial parents beyvond when
visitations will actually
whao pays for the children when the
othier |'~.'.1;':|1| doean’t take his/ her
scheduled visitation time?

If you share joint legal custody
and have physical custody, the burden
is on you when vour ex doesn't
exercise visitation. Ower time, this
can cost you both financially and
emotionall V.

If vouur child -'.||‘~|."|.1I'|: 15 based on
vour ex having the children ome-third
of the time, then the support you
receive covers only enough for two-
thirds of the children’s expenses. 1f
your ex is a chronic no show, your
two-thirds physical cusbody
can become 100% and result
in costs vou hadn't counted
an. Food, transportation and
entertainment for children
on the days your ex misses,
visitation can be expensive

If your ex cancels
occasionally, for most
custodial parents, this is no
bip_dm:l. Wi My ever have
an understanding where
gither of you trade workends

or wee l\-.l-. rhits and courts
|_11-._|.'|1|r.:|;.1|.' I.1|- flexibility.

If this 15 not the case, what are
vour options? You can return bo
nd ask for child support
maodification or at least “extra
funds,” in case vour ¢x contimues
not to exercise visitation. The goal
is to ot have vou picking up the tab
your ex is responsible for, The court
may set an amount above what you
are currently getting, based on proot
that vou ||1|-.-|,'- I||4_' children more than
vour two-thirds of the time. But this
15 nol easy o ac |.-:'l|'|1|."'|.:|*-|1 due tos
statute (=.3082): “Compensation for

.IL.I.' '.ll 1L I

court a

can cost you both
emotionally and
financially.

Failure to Assume Caretaker
Responsibility or for Thwarting
Other Parent’s Custody or Visitation
Rights.” The drawback: the decision
i left to the court’s interpretation
andd can go either way. But there are
other remedies, to make certain Yo
get treated fairly in court:

1. Keep a factual log: List the
dates and times that your ex was
schiduled, but cancelled, Your notes
are not sufficient, 50 hiave vour ¢x
pul things in writing. Lack of visits
must be documented for a judee
to make a correct ruling.

2. Let at least six months lapse
before taking action: It's important

to prove a pattern, while showing
“put of pocket”
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order o

If '.i":"-'r ex is a chronic EEEEEREELE
“no show” when it
comes to visitation

with the children, this

WOLE RROMETED
back to court.
If vou decide
(TR ] 0 Pt Care
5ix months,
:-.'I:ll.:II S
may say (o
the court
that all of
his missed
visitations
weore A fluke
then, simply promise to be
more diligent in the future.

If you think your ex might be
irresponsible where visitation is
concerned, detail all of the custody
arra ngl_‘-nu_-:nl;'_-. when i first |!||:"'|'.';'||'|
divorce proceedings: You may not
gek it, but ask for a clear stipulation
:._r|i1.'i|1:_1 vl 8 Cerfann amaount e -.1-.1:-.
for each missed visit,

4. Negotiate: Suggest that if

and

him what it costs per day and how
Paying somege |."h.|".'| costs would even
the score

5. Keep receipts and paperwork
of what extra days cost yvouw: I vour
electric bill jumps an additional
540 for the month {perhaps the
children watched more television,
kept the lights on, or were on the
computor .i.l:; and night) hawe
docummentation o « |'-||'.':‘:.:n' last
rronith's bill with a carrent bill,
paper trail will bolster your case

6. Have an attorney help with
this type of dispute: Most often
VOLIE BX won't agreds o pay exira
child SUPPD |I: simply because you
have aszumed more financial
burden. Your a ke alble
Lo arrange 4 conterence betwesen
yvou, vour ex and his attorney and
can ||--.| represent you if '-.-;rll ta ke
the issue to court

7. Stay calm and businesslike:
Dopn't let the "it's mok fair™ beeling
send you over the edge, making vou
react in a way that -.||"'|||||-|'|1 S you
in front of your ex or the children,
A good lawyer should do your
bidding because he fshe knows
how to handle yvour case

What you and your ex agree boe
concernimg terms of child suppord
But if vou are
|_'|i|_'Lir'|;.; up the tab for more than
oL Anre |-:'|...'|||'-. I'-;"-"1l.'l"|*-i|.‘|1." tosr,
TRl ke up and take action —vou have
every right to protect yourself. @

This

HEOrmaey w ill

should be honored.

Ssocy D, Phillips is o founding partner
of Phillips, Lerner & Louzeon, LLF.
She specializes in Pamily law.

wvour ¢x misses weekends (costing 2029 Cenbury Pork East
you more in expenses) in return, he Los Angeles, Calitornia
|‘\-|1 k up the tab for child care, school [@1d 277F-F7
supplies, shoes, clothes etc. Show emad: sphillips @ plllaw.cam
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