Fighting Just To Win:

Is it worth it?

[ have many clients going
through the divorce process who
fight furiously over possessions
that, in the end, aren’t really that
important or beneficial to them,
One prime example: a woman in her
mid 305, hell bent on keeping the
houase, She had gone o great
I1_"'|'|Hl|'|1-| |_||,'|,-:|1'._1||r|.!4 1t 1|r||| 'I.'A."ZI:I'.kI'IE
hard making her fair share of the
house pavments. She spent
thousands in legal fees defending
her position and, in the end, she
won, It wasn't long, however,
before she realized that she couldn't
afford the payments or the upkeep.
Che had won the battle, but, as ||'1.|.'_
s lost the wear! It would have
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and breasures that can never be
replaced. Ask voursell: “Can | get
.1m1tlu r one of these?™ [I the answer
" then the item moves b
another columf. I'm not sugEesting,
of course, yvou shouldn't want to
keep things you worked for or that
have meaning and material value.
Just evaluate what it is worth to vou
i :rtl_'h_'l_'l it. Manvy of my clients
realize given the resources, miost
things can be replaced. Grantbed,
it Ly Lake tinmve Lo L.,l.'1 Money Lo
replace them (such as a house) but
they are replaceable, So make a
careful assessment of ©
Ag _‘.'|.1ll dio f.'l.'ll.]]' ASSossmEnt,
most items will probably fall into

15 "yes,’

sl =fraines."

been wiser for her to
se]l that asset, take

make a “three-part list”

the “wonld like fo
keep™ columm and

:]'I:' ]'l||.1.'i|.'|.'|.i*-.|: Fy l‘l.'.l. — must-have this ihllﬂ'lll'rt' yiou
FLEY 1 Prlaligt EME T " Want Wy ExXercise
suited to her — would-like-to-kee yvour greatest
pecketbook and her —_ ﬂn'l'el'-gg restraint, Sure,

peace of mind.
I take plenty of
fime going over thi

when you're not tired, angry
or feeling your worst

vou'd like to
keep the BMW,

bl can vou

j]"l".'l."'l'l[l.'lr:-.' of assets
my clients have and ask them o
make a three-part list: things that
lhl;"l." niesl ,!m, W, +|'|1n 5 ||'||.-1.-' would
like fo Keep, and ‘|.h1|'|ﬁ,*.- Ihl:\' could
gasily et go. After ¢ xp].‘mnn;., the
"list process,” | ask them o carefully
evaluate each item with great
objectivity before putting it into the
proper column.
this list when they are not tired,
angry or having a peak moment of
feeling their absolute worst, It's
important to make this list feeling
rational and objpective. Otherwise,
you may not only end up with
1|'||n!_‘=. v dadn’ i need, but things
vou didn’t really want. It's like
going to the grocery store when
vou are starving. Most of us buy
||11p|,|.|.'-.11.|.h and are SOFEY later.
The “must-kave” list should

contain items such as heirlooms

[ ask clients to make

afford the
pavments! Yes, vou want the Ming
vase, but would vou have to swap it

houses to the utensils in their
kitchens.

What makes more sense when
you're fighting over 1I:||,':|:|'|'-. 1% to take
a leok at what your gains will be
long term. For example: Would it
make maore sense o -.1]11 tor more
"'\-E'll.ll.l!u'll Hlj]‘:-p:rll and azk for ik over
a lomger Elu'ruld of Hme? Would it
be more practical giving up the
{'.1}‘. puccing machine, in exchange

for the washer and drver? And, let’'s
say vou do want and nrst-haye

that C appuccine machine: how
much will it cost in legal fees to get
it? [ once knew a couple who fought
OVET A |.'1'i|ir'|.:,'_ fam l;i.;l'll fixiuee that
racked up 5400 in attormey fiees!
Getting that fixture had nothing to
do with what was best for either
party. As you |..'|l|.'=..;:r| ize ibems on
wviorar lisk, makoe ¢
u-lqn-.l'- ity and good common sense
Ask voursell: Is it worth it
emotionally and financially?
Long-term: Is it a win or a loss?

Though it's hard, try to put vour
feelings aside.

ertain VL LS

for the liv i|'|1.', FO{T,
4_|:nz:|'|;._'| roorre
bedroom furniture?
Indeed, it would be
nice o hold on to
the Escher print, but
EVETY HME you pass
by i, will it remingd

Is it worth it emotionally and
financially? Long-term —
is it @ win or a loss?

Put your feelings aside when
making a list of “must-haves.”

If you have a
hard time
'::"""k""'i'-'- I|'|.|:. E'.:-1.
ask a trushed
friend or

a family
miember
SOMEeone wiho

vou of your failed
I:::nl:l'rlq_lj_:l,,'? |n|.:|:|'|i.|::'.'||'|:|.'l. EI:I:F.I“IIH 0% e
items you won in the battle, items
vou pass by every single day, may
be the very things making you feel
badly long after the war 15 over!
Hopefully, you'll find the list of
itemns you can gasify fet go is much
longer than you first thought. 1 have
clients who tell me it actus illy helps
them move on when they a.l;._1rl VT
from scratch for everything from

really knows vou — to help. That
may be the best of all st rategies. m.
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