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6 vprce is never pretty.

jt’s often a harsh, contentious and heartbreaking
p}rdaedure in which nobody escapes unscathed — even
the Notary, whose sole duty is to be an impartial, third-
party witness to document signings, sometimes
becomes a casualty. The charged emotions and financial
stakes may push divorcing spouses to take unscrupu-
lous actions they normally wouldn’t dream of in order to
secure assets or even simply to spite their former part-
ners. Sometimes, these actions rise to the level of fraud.
As Callifornia attorney and author Stacy Phillips put it:
“Criminal attorneys represent bad people on their best
behavior. Divorce attorneys represent good people on
their worst behavior.”

Avoid Getting Entangled In Fraud
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Unfortunately, divorce cases sometimes involve
attempts to persuade Notaries to bend or break the
rules through coercion or trickery or by playing on
sympathy. All too often, these Notaries find out afterward
that they have become unwitting pawns in frauds that
involve thousands — even millions — of dollars.

“Most people treat each other honestly and are
aware that there are kids and other factors they have to
take into account, but there are certainly people that
don't play fair,” said Lee Rosen, a North Carclina divorce
attorney and family law specialist. “There's so much
anger and bitterness in socme divorces that people feel
justified in committing fraud, because they feel this is
their chance to get even. Even rational people some-
times do it in a divorce because they are in the grip of
strong emotion.”

In divorce proceedings, spouses must declare their
assets so the court can decide how to divide them.
People sometimes rationalize committing fraud in a
divorce as protecting their property from their ex-spouse
“unjustly” taking it.

“The fact is, everybody lies in a diverce, becausse
it's all from their perspective,” said Pennsylvania attorney
Lynne Z. Gold-Bikin. “Everyone thinks they are the
injured party, even if having an affair. There's always a
justification. Ultimately, they justify their behavior
because they can't live with themselves otherwise.”

“People think this is just a civil matter between them
and their spouses,” said New York attorney Cynthia
Rubin. “They think to themselves it’s about keeping
property they own rather than stealing. Actually, they are
stealing from the spouse, but they don’t see it that way.”

Spouses in a crumbling marriage sometimes go to
great extremes to conceal cr take assets. In one case, a
husband transferred millions of dollars out of the country
to keep it from his wife. In another, a man swapped the
diamond in his wife’s ring for a fake, and then sold the
diamond. And in one of the most extreme examples, a
man burned down property he and his wife owned, then
filed false claims to keep her from receiving anything of
value from the property.

In some divorces, it's not only feuding spouses try-
ing to take advantage of the situation. Some fraud cases






