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The Web provides more and more people with a forum for infidelity

Laug

E-mail, chat room
romances are growing 9
cause of divorce '

By Bartis Lancaster
rdrpmradent Mal

hushand entered private
investigator Dan Garreit’s
oiffioe femly clutehing o-mail
priniouts in his hand
; He had discoversd an e-mall =
from his wife making plans to mest a Florida
mian she had been talking with for several
mienths over the Internet.

Thee seenario was nothing new for Mr, Garmett.

He had another clbent who was divered
her hushand because he spent all his fres time
an the Internet. Investigators later foand out he
was online with his lover.

Internet-sparked adultery is leading more and
mioee married couples astray,

Fifteen percent of Mr. Garrett's
domesiic cases involve an extramarital
affair ﬂ'a:ll:dbt-gam 1r'. in ]:11E£neijgha.1 :
rooms, and that peroen growing,
the Groer Lnl.re-;!!:;mr Hﬁ -

Mr. Garrett atiributes most of
these cases (o couples who have
been married 15 years or more

“It's middle-age crazy,” he
zabdl. “They pet bored and com:

lacent. They get & compaier.

oy siard playing solitaire and
then po to chat rooms. The et
thing wou know they're meeting
sameane af the Réd Roal Inn.”

It is an up and coming thing
ithat has gradwally podien
worse, sakl Bonnie Johnson, a
'|.|r|.'.'.’|ll_e investigator at Allied

nx-oalugl:an-.-e Service in Anderson

Peopie used to meet in parks. Mow
they meel on the Interme. “10% just anolher
modality of meeting people.” said Dr. Gayle
Peterson, a marriape countelar in Berkley, Calif,

Mesting on the computer offers instant intima-
Y. A person finds it easier 1o to the compuber
than their husband or wife o discuss things,
eradually ml;a::ning off energy from their mar-
riage and =a .ﬂl.[l? it, Dr. Petterson said.

he anonymity of the compater adds an ele-
ment of mystery and intrigue. Like steanpers on
a irain, people reveal their deepest thoughts with
litike fear of the other perzon's opinion.

If they become uncomforiable, they can end
the relationship by simply logging off, sald Dr.
Esther Cwinnedl, suthor of “Falling in Love with
Strangers.” a book about how and why people
form romantle relstionships online.

Peaple are able to fieel close to this Internet
laver without having to reveal anything they
dom't wish to or take any emational risks.

This relationship can be comparable to a fan-
tasy. Participants can embellish whabever quali-

It*s such a
diifferent gitiua.
tion firom every-
dﬂﬁ 1ie,™ Dr, Gwin-

oLl mid. “You really have the opportunity to be

ww want bo ke,

they leave the compuater, they may take
their online coarter with them in their minds.
Ubsessive behavior can ensue, like checking the
computer for messapes repaatedly throughow

Flaasa ses Remanoe, Fage T4

M| b Lewin
Irkepaecadent- Ml b surwon

“It's middie-age
Crazy. . . . They get
a computer, They
start playing
solitalne and then
Oo o chat roomes.
The rext thlng yow
know they'ne
mieeting someone
at the Red Rioof lnn.”
prive eveshgaer ke Garrel




How fo spot

an online affair
1. Spouse is secretive about

2. Unexpected Internet bills,
3. Significani change in saxual

4. Spouse is using the Interned afer
partner is asleep.

5. Spouse spends mode than fhres
howrs 2 day on the lntemet.

6. Spouse becomes uninterested in
nan-comguter ralatianships.

7. Spouse spends more time on
the Internet than planned.

B. Spouse becomes withdrawn
from partner.

Scwrce: De. Duthas Gudnnall, suthse of

“Falling In Love with Sirangers.” & book
oyt how mnd why
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Romance
online is
tempting
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the day, Dr. Gwinnell said.

These relationships set people
up for disaster because there are
no early warning sipns an affair
is developing, as there are in
face-to-face  encounters, Dr.
Gwinnell said. There are no visu-
al, oral or tactile cues.

It's so sneaky people don't

even realize what is ha ing,
she said. Before they know it,
they have fallen in love with this
Internet correspondent.
- As more and more people com-
municate with each other on the
Internet the odds are these type
affairs will happen more often,
Dr. Gwinnell said.

And as with ordinary relation-
ships, some people take advan-
tage of online amours, courting
several people online at once, she
said.

Divorce atiorneys also have
seen a drastic boost in marriages
breaking up as a result of Inter-
net love affairs.

Where there is not a reason-
able expectation of privacy,
Internet communication records
can be used in court, said Sandy
Ain, a divorce attorney in Wash-

Inf't“ . D.C.

ith home computer commu-
nication, the court does not con-
sider there to be a reasonable
expectation of privacy, and com-
puter records are now regularly
l.lﬁ_Eﬁli in divorce cases, Mr. Ain
said.

In the past, lawyers have used
hone records to show the num-
r of hours spouses spent on the
Internet. But now that most ser-
vice providers offer a flat rate for
unlimited hours, it is harder to
prove how long spouses are
spending on the computer, said.
atacy Phillips, a divorce attorney
in Los Angeles.

In 1997 Ms. Phillips used phone
records to prove a spouse, who
claimed to be a devoted father, in
fact was not because he was
spending hundreds of hours a
month on the computer. -

Ms. Phillips said e-mail con-
versations are regularly used in
divorce proceedings. Specifical-
ly, the records can be used to
prove conspiracy between a
spouse and lover, - :

And computers sometimes
betray online romances. Mr. Ain
has had cases where children
have discovered their parents
were cheating by accidentally
pulling up their online conversa-
tions.

! Mr. Garrett's client, who dis-
covered his wife was going to
meet her online lover in person
for the first time, did not use e-
mail records in court. An investi-
gatur followed the couple to a
otel in Commerce, Ga., and
later testified in court. =

“Used to be a husband or wife
would say they think their
spouse met someone at work,
now they think they met on the
Internet,” Mr. Garrett said.



